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Snake poisons are now used so much in the cure of haemophilia or
bleeding, epilepsy, and other disorders, that special snake farms have
sprung up all over the world, the largest being at Santo Paulo, Brazil,
and Port Elizabeth, South Africa. The snakes are made to strike at a
sheet of rubber covering a glass vessel; the poison drips through, and
is converted into a powerful extract. So strong is the poison of the puff
adder that a minute quantity liberally diluted is sufficient to cause
clotting of the human blood,

ANIMAL OILS ARE VALUABLE

All kinds of animal oils have their use. Cod and halibut liver oil are
rich in vitamins and famous body-builders. Castoreum, an oil obtained
from the beaver, is used in medicine and perfumery, whilst a thick,
heavy oil exuded by some of Great Britain's native beetles is an effective
blistering agent. Ambergris, essential to " fixing " perfumes and valued
at ^3 per ounce, is a hard concretion, formed largely of the horny beaks
of cuttlefish, and is found in the intestine of the sperm whale, which
feeds upon these molluscs.

The medicinal leech is still widely farmed on the European continent,
and is invaluable for releasing small quantities of blood from the region
of the eye or ear. About fifty years ago one London firm alone dispensed
about 40,000 leeches a week. These were obtained partly from leech
farms in Norfolk and Essex, and partly from abroad.

GROUND   RHINOCEROS   HORN   AS   REJUVENATOR

The rhinoceros at Apothecaries' Hall refers to the time when
monarchs and others fearing assassination by poisoning kept a drinking
cup made of rhinoceros horn wherewith to test their wine. Poured into
such a vessel it was supposed to change colour if containing poison.

Rhinoceros horn is composed of compressed hair, and there is no
truth in the notion, any more than in the notion that the horn ground
up and made into a drink serves as a marvellous elixir and rejuvenator.
So universal is this belief throughout the East that today rhinoceros horn
still commands ^14 per Ib. in the Chinese markets.

POISONOUS ANIMALS

IOISONING is a matter of degree. The saliva of a baby has been found
to cause death when injected into the blood streams of various small
animals. The number of creatures actually carrying poisons for use is
not large, and such as exist, vary greatly in the quality of the poisons
they carry.

P

THOUSANDS   DIE   FROM   SNAKE   BITE   ANNUALLY
The only known poisonous mammal is the duckmole of Australia!?
The male carries a sharp, curved spur on the inside of each hind
the spurs being hollow and connecting with poison glands.  They